Nucleotide sequence of the lspA gene, the structural gene for lipoprotein signal peptidase of Escherichia coli.
The nucleotide sequence of the lspA gene coding for lipoprotein signal peptidase of Escherichia coli was determined and the amino acid sequence of the peptidase was deduced from it. The molecular mass and amino acid composition of the predicted lipoprotein signal peptidase were consistent with those of the signal peptidase purified from cells harboring the lspA gene-carrying plasmid. The peptidase most probably has no cleavable signal peptide. The lspA gene was preceded by the ileS gene coding for isoleucyl-tRNA synthetase and the tandem termination codons of the ileS gene overlapped with the initiation codon of the lspA gene.